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ABSTRACT 
The professional video industry has moved to file based workflows with the primary storage 
media being fixed disk drives.  But what happens when the disk drives fill up or when you have to 
move content from one physical location to another or when you need to store content for 
extended periods of time?     
My section will compare the alternatives end users have to address these questions including:  

♦ Video tape     
♦ Data tape     
♦ Optical media     
♦ Flash     
♦ Removable hard drives     

Comparisons will examine feature profiles, cost, speed, accessibility, longevity and other factors.    
Portable storage is a critical requirement of a tiered storage system and this presentation will 
provide listeners with a practical guide to the various alternatives available. 
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